
 1

 

 

May 14, 2026 

〈Press Release〉 

 

Suntory Holdings Ltd. 

Suntory Beverage & Food Ltd. 

 

Suntory Group Strengthens Water Sustainability Efforts with  

New Water Replenishment Initiative and Research Partnership in 

Australia 
 

― Deepens the Group’s Commitment to furthering local and  

global water stewardship ― 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Left) Suntory Oceania’s Swanbank Beverage Facility 

(Right) Lockyer Valley, Brisbane River catchment (Photo courtesy: Healthy Land & Water) 
 

Tokyo, JAPAN (May 14, 2026) — Suntory Group today announced the launch of a new 

water replenishment initiative in the Brisbane River catchment, Queensland, Australia, 

to restore local waterways and support future generations’ access to water. Building on 

the 2025 launch of Suntory Mizuiku*1 — education program for nature and water in 

Australia, the Group is deepening its long-term commitment to water stewardship and 

sustainability in the region. In addition, the Group has partnered with locally-based 

Griffith University’s Australian Rivers Institute (ARI) to support research on the impact of 

climate change on water quantity and quality. 

https://www.suntory.com/news/article/14833E.html
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“Suntory Group recognizes that water is a local resource, and we are committed to being 

a positive force in promoting healthy water cycles in the regions in which we operate,” 

stated Jun Asaki, Chief Sustainability Officer of Suntory Holdings. “By working closely 

with local partners and communities, we will develop tailored, science-based 

approaches that address the specific water challenges of this region and promote water 

stewardship and sustainability for generations to come.” 
 

Why Brisbane: Local Water Challenges 

With growing demographic and environmental pressures, global water scarcity is 

expected to intensify, and it is predicted that approximately 5 billion people worldwide 

will face severe water shortages by 2050.*2 

 

The Brisbane region in Australia is no exception. It has been facing multiple 

water-related challenges, including drought and water scarcity, which has promoted the 

city government to implement its Total Water Cycle Management Plan to transform 

Brisbane into a water smart city. Suntory Oceania’s Swanbank Beverage Facility is located 

in close proximity to this key regional water source, making the Group’s commitment to 

the long-term health and resilience of the local watershed both a responsibility and a 

strategic priority. 
 

On-the-Ground Water Replenishment Initiatives with Local Communities 

Starting from May 2026, Suntory Group will launch water replenishment initiatives in the 

Brisbane River Catchment with the goal of replenishing more water than the Swanbank 

Beverage Facility uses annually. It aims to help reduce water consumption and support 

healthier local water systems through practical, on-the-ground projects with local 

communities, including restoring waterways, riparian planting, optimizing irrigation and 

crop rotations. 

 

This initiative builds on more than two decades of water stewardship efforts by Suntory 

Group, which launched its Natural Water Sanctuary Initiative in Japan in 2003 and has 

achieved water positivity there since 2019 — replenishing more than twice the 

groundwater withdrawn through science-based activities developed with the Institute 

for Water Science, alongside experts and local communities. Water source initiatives 

have since expanded to seven other countries, with Australia being the eighth. The 

Group will apply its existing expertise in the Brisbane River Catchment, with the aim of 

reinforcing its long-term commitment to giving back the water used at the Swanbank 

Beverage Facility. 

 

https://www.suntory.com/sic/mizu/
https://www.suntory.com/sic/mizu/
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Research Partnership to Bridge Field Data and Research 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor David Hamilton, Australian Rivers Institute &  

Liliana Pagliero, Australian Rivers Institute Senior Research Fellow 

 
In addition to the on-the-ground water replenishment initiative, Suntory Group has 

entered into a three-year research partnership with Griffith University’s ARI to support 

research into the impact of climate change on water quantity and quality. ARI is a 

multi-disciplinary research institute housed within Griffith University that leads 

significant national and international research programs across land and water. This 

partnership will bridge global ecohydrological science with local validation based on 

evidence such as data collected from Suntory’s new water replenishment project, and 

apply the findings to model quality and quantity of water flows. The collaboration aims 

to support effective water stewardship and long-term water sustainability, both locally 

and more broadly, by generating insights and expertise relevant to water management 

and restoration efforts. 

 

Dai Minato, CEO Suntory Beverage & Food Oceania, said, “For more than 125 years, 

Suntory has been growing for good. Our partnership with the Australian Rivers Institute 

continues that commitment. By working together, we can safeguard water for 

communities and for future generations.” 

 

Professor David Hamilton, Director of ARI, said, “We are thrilled to partner with Suntory 

to conduct research with application to rivers, lakes and reservoirs locally and globally. 

These systems are sentinels of what is happening in their catchments. They are the 

‘canary in the coal mine’, ringing the alarm bell for where human activities and climate 

change are causing the greatest stress on our ecosystems”. 

 

As a corporation sustained by the gifts of nature and water, and with a purpose to inspire 

the brilliance of life, by creating rich experiences for people, in harmony with nature, 
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Suntory Group has been committed to achieving a sustainable society since its founding. 

As stated in the company’s Environmental Vision toward 2050, Suntory Group aims to 

reduce the water intensity of production at its owned plants*2 by 50%*3 globally, and 

replenish more than 100% of water used at all of its owned plants globally through 

conservation of the surrounding ecosystem. To achieve this, the Group has set four main 

pillars of action (reduction of water used in direct operation, water replenishment, 

sustainable water use in raw ingredients, water education and access to safe water) in 

the Environmental Targets toward 2030, advancing various initiatives globally. 

 

Learn more about Suntory Group’s Sustainability Vision here, its initiatives related to 

water sustainability here. 

 
*1 Mizuiku is a registered trademark of Suntory Holdings Limited. 

*2 World Meteorological Organization (WMO) “The State of Climate Services 2021” 

*3 Reduction of water intensity of production based on 2015 baseline year 

 

 

About Suntory Group 

As a global leader in the beverage industry, Suntory Group aims to inspire the brilliance 

of life, by creating rich experiences for people, in harmony with nature. Sustained by the 

gifts of nature and water, the Group offers a uniquely diverse portfolio of products 

across more than 80 countries, from award-winning Japanese whiskies Yamazaki and 

Hibiki, iconic American whiskies Jim Beam and Maker's Mark, canned ready-to-drink 

-196 (minus one-nine-six), The Premium Malt’s beer, Japanese wine Tomi, and the 

world-famous Château Lagrange. Its brand collection also includes non-alcoholic 

favorites Orangina, Lucozade, Oasis, BOSS coffee, Suntory Tennensui water, TEA+ Oolong 

Tea, and V energy drink, as well as popular health and wellness product Sesamin EX. 

 

Founded as a family-owned business in 1899 in Osaka, Japan, Suntory Group has grown 

into a global company operating throughout the Americas, Europe, Africa, Asia and 

Oceania, with approximately 40,000 employees worldwide drawn upon the unique blend 

of Japanese artisanship and global tastes to explore new product categories and 

markets. 

 

For more information, visit www.suntory.com and Drink Smart. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.suntory.com/sustainability/targets/
https://www.suntory.com/sustainability/management/
https://www.suntory.com/sustainability/esg/theme1/
http://www.suntory.com/
https://www.suntory.com/sustainability/soc_alcohol/
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About Suntory Oceania 

By harnessing the best of Suntory from across Australia and New Zealand, Suntory Global 

Spirits and Suntory Beverage & Food have partnered to create a new multi-beverage 

powerhouse - Suntory Oceania. Underpinned by quality, craftsmanship, and a strong 

sense of purpose, the combined portfolio of over 40 market-leading brands are powered 

by two local manufacturing sites, five distribution centres, and more than 1500 

Suntorians. 

Critical to the delivery of the One Suntory Vision is the Swanbank Beverage Facility in 

Ipswich, Queensland, powered by solar, biomass and a power purchase agreement This 

new +$400 million, 17-hectare greenfield site is the largest single FMCG investment into 

Australia in the last decade. 

For more information, visit www.suntoryoceania.com. 

 

 

About Griffith University 

Griffith is a values-led university offering globally recognised degrees, award-winning 

educators and practical experiences that help students build a career with purpose. 

Ranked in the top 2 per cent of universities worldwide, Griffith focuses on the issues and 

challenges that matter today to help create a brighter future for all.  

Since its foundation, Griffith has championed inclusive education, social justice and 

sustainability. Its teaching and research are grounded in relevance and impact, driven by 

strong industry partnerships and a commitment to ethical, innovative leadership. The 

University works across sectors and communities to create meaningful outcomes 

through education, research and engagement. 

http://www.suntoryoceania.com/

